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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/471,332 



Examiner 

Jeremy Norris 




_ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



' ASHOrS STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY ,S SET TO EXPIRE _3 MONTH(S) FROM 

mailing date of this communication. minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely, 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . . : 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) B This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for ailowance except for £^ 33 * th6 ^ * 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu£jtf§35 CD. 11,4530.0.213. 

Disposition of Claims ^ pg jp ^ app|jca 

4) B ^im(s) 1-10 and 13-17 _ ■ 

is/are withdrawn from considers 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) 13-17 . . 

is/are allowed. 

5) D Claim(s) " — 

is/are rejected. 

6) 60 Claim(s) ±10 . ■ 

is/are objected to. 

7) D Claim(s) ■ ' 

are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 

8) D Claims . ■ 

Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/aredj] accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See-37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Appucanimy h approved b)Ddisapproved by the Examiner. 

I I ) □ The proposed drawing correction filed on . ls - d M a w > 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 1 9 and 1 20 

13) KJ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)K All b) □ Some* c) CNone of: 

1. K Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No • 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the P^^^ R |l^ a n , ) reM,V8d Nati ° na ' ^ 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule v.^aj). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



ac men [S) □interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 1 l — 1 

m. . n» m™nBp«««fPT0 94fl\ 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO- 152) 

2) D^ 0 ^ 6 ^ Drafls P erson sPatentDr 9 Review < PTO ' y4b > ; LJ 

3) Dnformation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6) P° ther 



pf^r(^043l) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 10 



Application/Control Number: 09/471332 Pa 8 e 2 

Art Unit: 2827 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
1 .The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

3 . Claim 1 recites the limitation "the recess" in lines 4-5 and again in line 8. Similarly, 
claim 5 states limitation "the recess" in line 7. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claims. Examiner suggests changing this to -the recessed surface-. 

4 Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1 and 5 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. Claims 2-4 and 6-10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7 Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Art Unit: 2827 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. 

US 6,373,717 Downes, Jr. et al., 
US 6,222,136 Appeltetal., 
US 5,541,367 Swamy. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jeremy Norris whose telephone number is 703-306-5737. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Mon.-Th., 9AM - 6:30 PM and alt. Fri. 9AM-5:30PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
David L. Talbott can be reached on 703-305-9883. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7724 for regular communications 
and 703-305-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 
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